
Founded 1977  

Newsletter of the Imperial Owners Association of Northern California  

September-October  2009 

 

    Special points of 

interest:  

Member  Spotlight   Don 

and Freeda Beachler 

IOANC 2009 Fall Tour 

Lowell Howellõs  

Santa Cruz Private   

Collection Tour 

Trunk Treasures/ 

This is the last issue for 

2009.  Thanks in     

advance for  renewing 

your 2010 IOANC Mem-

bership.  See            

Application on Page  22) 

Inside this issue: 

IOANC Presidentôs   
Message 
 

2 

Member SpotlightñDon 

and Freeda Beachler 

1, 3-4 

Sequoia National Park 

Fall Tour 

8-11 

Tour of Private Collection 

Santa Cruz  

12-

14 

Trunk Treasures 

 

15-

16 

 

Members  Corner-

Newsworthy Notes 

17 

Registration for  Upcom-

ing events: ABM and 

Christmas Party 

18-

20 

   Material 

www.ioanc.com 

 Imperial 

 Event Calendar            21 

Page 1 

Volume 21, Issue 6 

Member Application/Club  

Information                         22-23 

Don and Freeda 

Beachler  

 

Charlene Hackney Quinn, IOANC Club Historian (most recently) and Pioneer member lost 

her lengthy battle with cancer on October 29, 2009.  As member, Andy Harris,  so aptly 

stated:  ñCharlene was a die-hard Imperial enthusiast, and a real stalwart of the clubò.    

To her family, we send our deepest sympathies.   The flower photo was taken by Rich Hardy 

at the Sugar Mill, during our 2009 Sacramento State Meet. (Tribute on Pages 5ð7).  

See their story starting on Page 3 
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 Dave Labhard  
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September and October have been busy months for the Club. The 

fall tour was a big success, from the Underground Gardens in 

Fresno to old town Clovis to the spectacular beauty of Kings    

Canyon and the majestic Giant Sequoias. Thanks to John Tennyson 

for organizing the Fall Tour. Also a special thanks to Ken and Deb-

bie Lang for bringing their truck and trailer with an extra gas tank 

(which was needed by the Labhardôs at the freeway off ramp in 

Fresno). They were a mobile gas station and towing company for 

some of our ñvintageò Imperials. Roger and Carol Selbyôs Imperial 

had an ignition problem and Ken saved the day by putting the Selbyôs 

car on his trailer at the Lodge in Kings Canyon and towed it all the 

way to their home in Placerville, off loaded it, and then took off 

for home in Hayward. Ken and Debbie finally arrived home around 

midnight..  

 

Near the end of October Ken planned and led the Santa Cruz 

Mountain tour to his friend Larry Carterôs, to see his private 

car collection at his home, ñChestnut Hill Farmò. It is one of 

the finest private collections I have ever seen and Larry and 

his wife were gracious hosts.  

 

 

 I would just like to say, big time kudos to Ken and Debbie for their 

hard work and service to the IOANC and its members.  

 

Cam and I have begun the search for the site of the 2011 State 

Meet. Along with Bob and Pat Trepanier, we are traveling to po-

tential cities, checking the hotels, their accommodations and re-

viewing local attractions to tour.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Business Meeting in  

Benicia.  
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   Don and Freeda Beachler    

It was a cold, dusty, and very blustery Tuesday morning when I arrived in Modesto to interview Don 
and Freeda Beachler, our MEMBER SPOTLIGHT for this issue.  Their warm welcome made it totally 
worth the journey from Hayward.   As I entered their beautiful custom built home of 30 years, I was 

treated to a cozy fire Don had built in their massive fireplace. Freeda was beautiful in a brightly colored 
dress of her making.  She also surprised me with a beautiful potholder gift that she had hand sewn.  Don and 

Freeda are pillars in their community, and I observed that they love every moment they serve. My visit lasted nearly two 
hours.  Don was so interesting, and I appreciated that Freeda took time out of her day to join us during my interview and ôtourõ.   
Thanks to you both, Don and Freeda, for your generous hospitality .    

 
After admiring their many family photos, we sat at their table which looked out onto a partial of their 173 acres.  Through t heir large     
sliding glass doors that led to their immediate patio and beyond, Don pointed out that behind a  huge building across their f ield stood 
another building where he operated his business  for the last 30 years. Also, in the distance, he pointed out Allis Chalmers   tractors 
that they used in their farming business.  Don had a knack for business.  He dropped out of college to start his  Harvesting and Truck-
ing business with a partner.  He has done extremely well, and, now his sons are running it.  He also got into Farming.  They still have 
an abundance of almond trees on their property which they still harvest today. I asked what he was growing in the field outsi de his 
patio area.  He said it was alfalfa. 30 years ago he had the foresight that he did not want trees blocking their view of the mountains 
that they could see on a clear day. 
 
Don was born on July 3, 1927 in Modesto, Ca.  His family traveled quite a bit  between 1935 and 1938 as he was growing.  His Dad 
was Service Manager  for Allis Chalmers Tractors for eleven Western States, and finally decided to settle back in Modesto where the 
Beachler legacy is deeply rooted.    When Don was two years old, his Dad gave him a 1929 toy Chrysler model car that he played 
with as a child. The tires on this toy model car are  original, and the cast made of pewter.  For an 80 year old toy model car , it 
is in great condition. What a keepsake!  Donõs office is filled with toy model cars and tractors,  a Collectorõs dream.  
 
Don loved participating in athletics in his growing years. He played baseball as boy.  He showed me his prize bat with which he hit 80 
home runs in the eighth grade.  Other fond memories included scraping snow off the football field where the Green Bay Packers  
played the New York Giants in 1937. As a child of ten, that was exciting.  He was a track runner in high school.  As we chatted, I 
shared with him that I recently attended an  Edison High School football game in Stockton.  It was my alma mater, and Alumni were 
invited because it was the schoolõs Homecoming, and last home game of the season.  After this game, the original stadium and school 
built in 1941, was going to be torn down, and a State of the Art stadium built in its place.   In turn, he shared a prized me mory of   
competing in a high school track meet back in 1945.  It was the mile relay race.  
He vividly explained that when he accepted the baton from his teammate, and 
began running his 440 yards around the track, he beat favored competitor, Eddie 
Macon,  from Edison.    Eddie later became star running back at University of 
Pacific in Stockton, and then was drafted by the Chicago Bears in 1952.  I would 
say Don was a pretty fast runner in his day.  
 
Don and Freeda have been married for sixty years.   She was born in Kansas, 
and Don was working there at the time.  Freedaõs mom thought California was 
too far away to have a boyfriend, but Don, who had already won  Freedaõs heart, 
also won her Momõs heart, and they were married April 10, 1949 in Kansas.  
They came back to California, and reared their five children, and one unofficially 
adopted child.  They also have 18 grandchildren, and 21 great grandchildren. 
They are very active in their  community, especially  Modesto Christian High 
school. For the last 52 years,  Don and Freeda have been involved in Youth 
camps. That was great to hear. I believe that they have definitely given those 
Youth a dose of positive influence and hope throughout the years.  

With such a fascinating  introduction, I asked Don when his interest in cars   began.  He said Freedaõs Uncle got him interested in cars.  
Her Uncle had a Mopar collection in those early days.   After all, Walter P. Chrysler grew up Ellis, Kansas and had a great i nfl uence in 
the area.  In 1957, Donõs Dad bought a 1955 Chrysler Imperial for $2700.  It was his daily driver until 1970.  That year,  Don remembers 
asking his Dad if he could have the car when his Dad did not want it anymore.  His Dad said he could have the car.  Sadly and  sol-
emnly, Don shared his Dad died the next day of a massive heart attack.  Looking at Donõs collection, he is mainly a Mopar man.  He 
has three Imperials: his Dadõs ô55 4 door Sedan, a 1939 4 door Imperial, and his 1963 Imperial that won first place at Long Beach State 
Meet in 1989.   He said he bought the Imperial from Ron Reed, a member of the Imperial Club about 13 years earlier.  It is a beauty, 
and still well cared.  Don and Freeda joined the Imperial Club shortly afterward, and, have been  members ever since.   

1955 Imperial C69 4 Door 

Sedan that was Donôs 

Dadôs Daily Driver   from 

1957 to 1970  
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 (continued)     Don and Freeda Beachler 
 

The other collector cars that Don has are: a 1950 Plymouth, 1948 Dodge, 1948 New Yorker, 1953 
Desoto, 1926 Model T, 1931 Model A, the first Dodge truck the Dodge Brothers ever made in 1914, a 

1936 Desoto  Airflow, a 1957 Desoto complete with Hemi, a 1927 Dodge, and a 1937 Plymouth.  Wow!!  A piece of 
trivia that Don shared was  that the Dodge Brothers made Fords between 1904 and 1914.  Henry Ford enlisted the Dodge 
Brothers because  they had their own factory to make his cars.  When Henry got his own factory, the Dodge Brothers got 
innovative, and began the history of Dodge cars. In addition to his collector cars,  he has a collection of tractors, and a 
Diamond T truck (aka the Cadillac of trucks).  The Diamond T truck that he has,  comprises of two Diamond T trucks 
consolidated into one handsome truck. Because of his love and passion for his cars, Don brings in a  mechanic once a year to 

make sure the engines will start with no problems.  After our interview, I made a comment that our club needs to create a 
tour to see his collection again, and he  said we are WELCOMED! 

1939 Imperial Sedan 

Stunning 

Immaculate ó63 Imperial Sedan 

and 1st Place Winner in several 

Meets to include Concourse d 

'Elegance in Sacramento 1988 

1st Place trophy 

won at Queen Mary 

State Meet  in the 

1963 Class in 1989 

Of course, this cute 

poster is NOT Don at 

all...he continues to be 

very active!! 

Don hit 80 

homerunôs 

in 8th grade 

with this 

bat! 

Donôs Running 

Shoes in High 

School 

Dodge Brothers 

Flagship Auto-

mobile in 1914 

Beautiful 1950 

Plymouth...the 

year I was born! 

She started right 

up! 

1948 New Yorkerð

Gorgeous 

Referred to as ñThe Handsomest Truck in 

Americaò first built in 1911 by Diamond T 

Motor Company. 
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2009 Statemeet;       

Charlene and DJ Quinn 2008 Fall Tourð

Hearst Castle 
Mopars in the Park 2008 

2007 StateMeet 

2009 Statemeet Sacramento 

Charlene Quinn, Rich Hardy, 

Cam Labhard, DJ Quinn, 

Arlene Hackney 

Charleneôs 65 Convertible made it to one less 

Meet then she did and she made them ALL! 

Charlene Quinn was a free 

spirit, yet focused and 

dedicated to her passions 

in life.  IOANC was one of 

those passions. When I 

interviewed her earlier this 

year, she told me she was 

very proud of the fact that 

she made EVERY State-

wide Meet. When she trav-

eled she knew she had car 

friends up and down the 

state.  I wish I could have 

presented pictures of her 

for all those years.  We 

have great memories of 

her dedication to the club.  

Besides her family, Charleneôs other 

passion worth mentioning is her 

work with glass, and jewelry. Her 

daughter and granddaughter also 

have her talent.  She loved creating 

stained glass pieces, and jewelry.  I 

admired the pair of earrings she had 

donated at our recent Sacramento 

State Meet.  Pauline Yetter won it.  

How lucky!  Charlene is survived by 

her daughter Janet, and granddaugh-

ter,  Kaitlyn.   Of course, I have to 

include the tight knit bond of her 

extended family who are IOANC 

members: Arlene and Son, Mike 

Hackney, and D.J. Quinn, the proud 

owner of ó67 Crown that formerly 

belonged to Charleneôs beloved 

Mom, Bernice.   

Charlene enjoying 2008 

Christmas Party 

Read her Spotlight interview on 

the Memberôs Profile Page at   

www.ioanc.com  

Rich and Jan Hardy found this picture of Charlene and her ô65  

Convertible in their photo archives.  They appropriately name it 

ñCrossing to the other sideò. 

  Charlene LOVED her Imperial .  How befitting! 

Everyone is cordially invited to 

attend the  

CELEBRATION of CHARLENEôS 

LIFE  

Sunday, November 8, 2009  

Home of Tom Quinn  

3437 Noblessa Way  

Rancho Cordova, 95670  

11:00 to 2:00pm  
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Andy HarrisðSacramentoðCharlene was a die-hard Imperial enthusiast, and a real stalwart of the clubò.   To her family, we send 

our deepest sympathies 

 

Lora HarmonðMartinez  
Charlene was a lady who made you feel special. 

She never had a bad thing to say. 

She was FUN in the making. 

She never complained. 

She was a Friend. 

She will be missed very much by me. 

 

Dave Labhard  -  IOANC Club PresidentðSacramentoðOn behalf of the Imperial Club, our sympathy goes out to Charleneôs 

family and friends during this  difficult time.  Charlene will be dearly missed.   

 

Marc D. Hampton - SCIOI Club President ð Palm Springs-In speaking for the entire Southern California Imperial Club, I am 

deeply saddened to hear the news of Charlene Quinnôs passing.  I always got such a wonderful feeling from her during all the state 

meets.  There was never any sign of sadness or despair coming from her even though she was fighting for her life these last few 

years.  The light and strength she shown, and the joy she gave to all of us members will be sadly missed.  I stand with the SCIOI in 

giving our sympathy to the family and friends and to the IOANC, for the loss of such inspirational and inspiring beautiful person that 

shared her time with all of us while here on this earth. We have all been touched by her presence in such a positive and loving way. 

 

Larry FosterðChicoðThere are so many memories of Charlene. She bought her ó65 convertible from John Vlach here in Chico.  

She stopped by my shop several times when she was in the Chico area.  She always urged me to get my ó64 convertible finished so  

it could be     displayed  at club meets.  I remember one tour, when everyone met for dinner, I had worn black shorts, with a white 

shirt and a black vest. Charlene had on a black skirt, with a white shirt and a black vest.  We sat next to each at dinner.  She made the 

comment, ñwe looked sort of like a strange set of penguins with what we have onò.  There was the time she was having problems 

with the shift linkage on her ó65 on a tour.  Periodically she would fling herself on the ground at a stop, slide under the car and adjust 

it again, and still manage to look elegant doing so.  At Fremont one year, I videotaped her recounting  (for the PBS series óWorld of 

Collectors Cars) of an incident on the Marysville bridge.  She had been to a show in Chico.  Returning to Sacramento, she was on the 

bridge, when a couple of kids appeared in the lane of traffic ahead of her. She swerved and missed them, but the ó65 hit the steel 

bridge hard.  Expecting the worst, she got out and checked, to find the plating on the bumper bolt was damaged.  That was it, nothing 

else.  She proceeded home in the elegant Imp. She always liked visiting the Orient and Flume Art Glass when in Chico.  I learned 

some things about art glass from her. There are many thoughts.  I wish her family the best. 

 

D.J. QuinnðSacramentoðCharlene was my sister-in-law, by the fact she married my older brother.  She was much more than just 

that, however.  She was a relative by marriage, yes, but she was also a good friend. She was someone I cared about very much, and I 

will miss her.  I called her ñChuckò (for Charlene) when I first moved in with her and my brother when I got out of the service.  At 

first she was upset with the name, but it was done with love and it was my ñpetò name for her.  She always remained a part of our 

family and will always be someone who will be greatly missed.     
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Camela LabhardðSacramento Iôll never forget the first time I met Charlene and her mother Bernice. It was at the San Rafael 

State Meet. April 2005.  Charlene was one of the first members to greet Dave and me at the Friday Night Social.  She took the time 

to take us around and introduce us to the members.  It was a wonderful event because of Charlene.  Charlene would always greet us 

with a smile and a hug.  I will truly miss her and her talents and sense of humor.  She was a very special lady 

 

Ole and Peggy JensonðSan Mateo  - Charlene will be remembered as one of the clubôs most devoted, long time Imperial enthusi-

ast.  We will miss the warm welcome we always received from Charlene at our club events, as well as her beautiful Imperial con-

vertible. 

 

Nanette Clark and Ken MunsonðSan DiegoðI remember, after Ray passed away, sharing a room with Bernice and Charlene at 

several Statewide Meetsðwhat a blast!  Charlene was one of the most supporting Imperial Club members and friendly to every 

oneðshe will be greatly missed. 

 

Dennis LearyðWalnut GroveðCharlene was a worker! She was very friendly, and we always spoke at meets.  She was a very 

important part of the club. She was a wonderful person.  

 

Arlene HackneyðFair OaksðMy memories of Charlene are so great and vast, where do I begin. . . 

She was my sister-in-law for more than 45 years, so I could talk about family memories for hours.  She leaves a wonderful daughter 

and son-in-law, Janet and Aaron McKinley and a beautiful granddaughter, Kaitlyn, along with my family.  

  

Imperial Club member, membership VP, President and Historian just scratches the surface of her enthusiasm for our                     

family involvement in the Club dating back to 1981 (I think), starting with her Mom, Bernice, her brother and my late husband, Ted 

and continuing with Mike and me.  Our Club trips and tours are too many to list,  but have given the family so many happy and   

wonderful times to remember. 

  

As an artisan, she worked as a stained glass designer, making new and different designs of jewelry, she was not afraid to try new and 

different things, including fused glass, stained glass ornaments, lamp shades, and wall and window plaques. Her artistry continued 

when she prepared floorplans for her home that she shared for a short time with her Mom. 

  

She was a retired State employee, all her career in Information Technology was with the Franchise Tax Board.  After retirement she 

became a world traveler, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Japan, Peru, Russia and those travels gave us all many happy memories!  

 

 Charlene was special and I will treasure the many memories we shared and she will be greatly missed. 

 

Lud and Ad Indihar ðMilpitasðWe are heartbroken receiving the news.  What a wonderful person Charlene and her Mother both 

were and they were so dedicated to the Imperial Club.  
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IOANC 2009 Fall Tour, Kingôs Canyon 

and  Sequoia National Forest    

2009ôs Fall Tour had it ALL this year.  We had a beautiful start on this gorgeous Friday 

morning. It was already a sunny day. We had the usual Fun, Laughter, Camaraderie, Good 

Food, Exercise, Awe, Adventure, and Breathtaking views which are captured and presented 

in photos on the next few pages. Great memories for those who attended, and especially for 

those unable to join us.  This year we had two minor mechanical starting problems with our Imperials, but, 

both were fixed in a jiffy.  The Imperial challenge and topper of our tour, was a misadventure that took the 

muscle and teamwork of several members to é  well I am getting ahead of myself.  All of us enjoyed the great 

friendships we continue to nurture every event.  So, please be comfortable as we share pictorially the grand 

adventure of visiting Sequoia National Park and Kings Canyon.   Members Royalle and Bob Schertle, and DJ 

Quinn joined our motley crew this time around, and their presence  added to the fun and frolic enjoyed by all.   

Participants L-R : Charlene Quinn, Roger Selby, Camela Labhard, Debbie Lang, Tom Egger, Carol Selby, Deb Compson, Sherrie 

Egger, Jan Hardy, Pat Trepanier, MaryAnn Toelle, Arlene Hackney, Dave Labhard, Lora Harmon, Mike Hackney, Bob Schertle, 

Royalle Schertle, John Tennyson, Stuart Ryce, Ken Lang, Bruce Toelle, John Weaver, DJ Quinn, Bob Trepanier. Rich Hardy is tak-

ing the picture, but as you can see he made into the group picture with Photo Magic!!  Welll...as best I could, anyway... 

John Tennyson 

leading the tour 

Tom and Sherrie Egger 


