
Special points of interest:      

¶ Annual Business Meeting  

(ABM) Woodland, Ca 

¶ 2011 IOANC Christmas 

Story 

¶ Article: 1955 Imperial 

Newport    

¶ Order your 2012        

Imperial Calendar Online 

www.ioanc.com 

 

Inside this issue: 

President Message 2 

Spotlight  1,3-

5 

2011 Annual Business 

Meeting 

6-8 

Christmas Story in the 

Nevada Gold Country 

9-

11 

Article: 1955 Imperial   

Newport 

12-

13 

San Francisco Tour with 

Charley and Joe Brown 

14 

Order your Calendar Online 

or call or write Ken Lang 

15 

Tentative IOANC Events 16 

Membership Application 17 

Club Information 18 

Page 1 

A gentle reminder that if you 

have notðit is time to  

RENEW your  

2012 Membership 

Application on Page 17 

Happy New Year 2012, Everyone!  Ken and I wish you and your family the best of health, happiness, and  

prosperity.  IOANC is moving forward in full swing with the events we have planned this year.  Our State-

wide Meet is hosted by SCIOI this year, and will be held in Ventura.  Elections for VP-Membership and     

VP-Newsletter came up last year. Tom Egger decided to step down from VP-Membership after serving 7 

faithful years.  We are grateful to Tom for ALL of his years of  service since the 80ôs.  He deserves a rest, but 

he and his wife Sherrie will continue giving their full support to IOANC.  Ken Lang has stepped up and   

accepted the  nomination for VP of Membership for the next two years.  On behalf of our membership,   

WELCOME, as VP-MEMBERSHIP, Ken.  I have also accepted VP-Newsletter for 2 more years because I 

thoroughly enjoy bringing you the IOANC News. THANK YOU for your continued support.  Be safe where 

ever you are .  Sincerely, Debbie Lang 
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Nanette always has a bright smile on 

her  beautiful face.  the órest of her 

storyô starts on page three. 
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 I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas Holiday with  family and friends. 

As we look forward to the New Year, the Club has many interesting tours 

planned for 2012. Check the  Newsletter and the IOANC website  for the      

schedule of events.  

 

In an upcoming non -car related event, we have tentatively planned a members 

meeting to discuss the statewide meets. At the Annual Business Meeting we had 

some great discussions about all aspects of the event and agreed to meet at 

Debra Compsonôs house to review the evolution and future direction of the 

State Meets. I have yet to coordinate with Debra the date for the   meeting, but we 

will keep you informed.   

 

We will be participating in some non -club sanctioned events that should promote 

our club and give our Imperials more exposure to the public. The Autorama in  

Sacramento this February should be a good event to promote the IOANC and the 

cars.  We hope you can come out and support. We have ten Participants.  

 

Cam and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year  

Dave and Cam Labhard ó55 Imperial Newport 

Andy Harris ó59 Crown Sedan 

Dan Caruth ó61 LeBaron 

Rich  and Jan Hardy ó62 Crown Southampton 

Roger and Carol Selby ó64 Crown Coupe 

John and Nancy Tennyson ó64 LeBaron 

Thom and Kathy Quinn ó65 Crown Convertible 

D.J. Quinn ó67 Crown 

Mike Hackney ó68 Crown Convertible 

Ken and Debbie Lang ó68 LeBaron 

  

February 17-19 2012 

http://www.ioanc.com
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Nannette Clark will be turning 80 years young on May 16, 2012. She enjoyed   

attending elementary and high school in La Jolla and is a San Diego native. 

She has one brother.   Her father and brother both liked cars, so it not surpris-

ing that Nannette took an interest, too.  If you know her, you know you have 

to catch your breath to keep up with her.  

 

Nannette met her first husband Ray, when she was 16 years old. She fondly recalls that she learned to rebuild the one 

barrel carburetor on Rayôs 1937 Plymouth convertible, and when they married a few years later, she subsequently      

became Rayôs mechanics helper.  Little did she know that their future life together would total 44 years. They have two 

children who will proudly carry on their legacy. 

 

I asked Nannette the history of their ô55 Imperial.  She responded ñWhen the 1955 was in the show rooms, we knew we 

would buy one in a couple of years.ò  They did, and the Imperial became her daily driver for a few years.  Nannette and 

Ray enjoyed working on their 1955 Imperial together.  One day they met the founders of the SCIOI (Southern California 

Imperial Owners Inc) shortly after the club was formed.   In 1984, after they repainted their ó55 Imperial,  they became 

members of SCIOI, and attended their first Statewide meet, which was held in Yosemite, Ca. It was only the 2nd        

Statewide ever. The first Statewide Meet was held in Solvang. Ca. Over the years, Nannette has only missed 3 Meets.    

When Ray got sick, Nannette missed two meets to care for him, but with her dedication to the Imperial Owners Club, she 

has only missed one other since.  Nannette enjoyed a full life with Ray, until his passing on April 6, 1993. 

 

Nannette was very involved in her car clubs. I asked what other car club memberships she had, and she shared that with 

her 2nd husband, Charlie, they belonged to SCIOI, NCIOC, IOASV, Cadillac, AACA, Classic Car, Rolls-Royce, and 

Studebaker and Austin 7 of New Zealand car clubs. In those early years, there were two separate Northern California 

Imperial Clubs. NCIOC was located for Bay Area members, and IOASV served the Sacramento Valley.  Both have since 

merged since to become a very  active Imperial Owners Association of Northern California.  At present, Nannette only 

has memberships in SCIOI,   IOANC, and AACA . (Antique Automobile Club of America).  Wow!  Nannette and   

Charlie DEFINITELY enjoyed a common point of interest in their car clubs.  Sadly, Charlie passed away, and left 

Nannette too soon.  They spent six happy years of marriage together.  

 

With Nannetteôs generous and kind heart, it is not surprising that Ken Munson, her larger-than-life current beau  now 

shares  her GUSTO for LIFE.  Nannette met Ken in first grade at La Jolla Elementary, and they were classmates at the 

same high school. As their adult lives developed separately, and they raised their own families, they were still friends 

who acknowledged each other at their high school reunions. Destiny would have it that their two paths came to a     

crossroads.  Their friendship become more, when on April 30, 2006, Nanette remembers that Ken met her at her home to 

help her unload her Imperial from the Statewide Meeting in Solvang.  Since that time, he has supported her in everything 

she does.    Nannette has been ñlucky in loveò with both her husbands peacefully laid to rest, and now sharing a full life 

with Kenny, as she fondly refers to him.  She kept her heart open, and was generously rewarded with Kenôs loving and       

attentive companionship, although I am sure Ken would say he is the lucky one. 

 

On the next page, you will read Nannetteôs exciting account of her invitation to present her Austin 7 at Pebble Beach.  

What an honor  and  a proud accomplishment  it was  in her life.  You will stay riveted as I did, while Nanette unwinds 

her  experience of how she got her Austin 7 to partake in the time honored Pebble Beach Concours d 'Elegance           

extravaganza.  On page 5, you will view photos of her beloved Austin 7, and a cherished photo of Ray and Nannette with 

their ô55 Imperial which won one of TWO "Best in Showò in its active lifetime.  

 

It was my honor to Spotlight Nannette.  She is a busy lady, but took time to share her life with us.  Many of us know her 

for being a staunch supporter of both SCIOI and IOANC, and we love her for it.  Thank you,  so much Nannette. 

Christmas 2011 

http://www.socalimperials.com
http://www.socalimperials.com
http://www.ioanc.com/
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BY INVITATION ONLY ðWritten by Nannette Clark  
 
The Pebble Beach Concours d 'Elegance just celebrated 53 years in 2003.  Each year they strive to include a class of cars that is of special interest 

and a real crowd pleaser.  This year they chose the British Austin Seven and its derivatives. This included the American Austin,  American Bantam, 

the Dixie, the Rosengart and other licensees. 

 

After I had been contacted last November about my 1933 British Austin Seven being considered for the Concours, and had mailed the committee 

pictures and information about it, my little car was accepted in March 2003. 

 

Tuesday, August 12, 2003, my son, Jim and wife, Pam, accompanied me to Pebble Beach in their car (so we would have transportation while we 

were at the Concours) and I drove my motor home pulling the new enclosed trailer with the little Austin inside. At Paso Robles we phoned the local 

police and they told us where there was a safe vacant parking lot to spend the night.  Jim and I have an adventuresome side so we decided to leave 

highway 101 at Greenfield and drive to Carmel via G16.  This road was about 45 miles long ending up in Carmel Valley. It was very    narrow and 

windy, and sometimes was only one lane wide ï the beautiful countryside was well worth the journey.  But can you imagine a woman behind the 

wheel of a motor home pulling a trailer on a one-lane road on hair-pin-turns?  

 

We showed our passes at the gate to the Seventeen Mile Drive and made our way to the Polo Field at the Concours on Wednesday.  What a sight ï 

many of the commercial and private transporters were already there, lined up in rows.  We could only imagine what type of cars they might have 

inside.  The entire field had been covered with composted bark to keep the dust down and there was also a water truck wetting the area.  We found 

parking along side another Austin Seven.  During the afternoon, the cars started coming out of the transports for last minute preparation for the 

Tour d 'Elegance that would be held the next day. You could feel the excitement in the air, as the cars were being cleaned and polished.  This was 

the sixth year of the 50-mile tour.  We slept in the only motor  home on the Polo Field that night. 

 

Thursday at 7:30 A.M. we lined up for the tour, got our instructions and were off by 9:00 with police escort (Jim was my navigator). As I had only 

driven the car about fifteen miles before, I was not sure it could finish all 50 miles.  We drove the Seventeen Mile Drive, past Cannery Row, on to 

Laguna Seca Raceway, down the famous Cork Screw, up and down the Laureles Grade (a 1,200 foot climb) to Carmel Valley Road and into down-

town Carmel. The main street was blocked off for our cars as we parked four abreast.   While we ate lunch in the park, the public enjoyed looking at 

our classics. Then we were back in our cars to finish the tour, which ended at the Polo Field.  People were lined along the entire 50-mile route with 

their cameras aimed at us, cheering and waving us on. There were 128 cars registered for the tour. We had our passport stamped at three check-

points along the route and again at the finish line where we were presented with a lovely Rosette Ribbon, a framed picture of us on the Seventeen 

Mile Drive and lots of champagne.  I was on cloud nine.  Later we checked into our hotel room for a three-night stay, and then proceeded to get 

ready for the big Kick-Off Party that night that was hosted by the Ford Motor Company. 

 

Friday found us checking out the 2004 Rolls-Royce Phantom and the new Maybach by DaimlerChrysler (at a starting price of $350 thousand).  We 

saw concept cars by Cadillac, Chrysler and a few others. The Blackhawk Collection had many interesting cars for sale.  After walking all around 

the area we headed back to our hotel to get ready for the evening events. Lexus held a Fashion show and reception; the Aluminum Association held 

a reception and Christieôs Auction Preview held a VIP Reception.  We slept well that night! 

 

We had not been able to see the unveiling of the new Maserati (in the Ferrari    Group); so Saturday morning we made our reservations for 11 A.M.  

As we parked our car in their parking lot we were welcomed by a lady who handed us mimosas; then came the hors dôoeuvres.  It was a beautiful 

display inside the tent and so were the cars.  We went back to the Polo Field to do the last minute cleaning and detailing of the Austin for the show 

on Sunday. In the afternoon the Automotive Fine Arts Society had a wonderful Preview Reception ï then ï the big Gala Pre-Event Dinner spon-

sored by Chrysler and Automobile Magazine.  The invitation requested the ladies wear red cocktail dresses ï which we did.  What a grand time we 

had. 

 

The BIG day came ï Sunday, at 7 AM we backed the Austin out of the trailer and with Pam in the passenger seat, on towards the 18th green we 

drove. Jay Leno, who must have over slept, as his hair was all askew, stumbled out of the Pebble Beach Lodge, leaned into the Austin and said, 

ñLadies, the service entrance is back that way!ò A man in a golf cart ushered us to our spot on the far side of the show field.  With the little    Austin 

parked, we walked back to the motor home and got dressed up for the day.  What a wonderful display of cars including a Bugatti Royale that had 

been flown from Molsheim, France.  During the Concours, the participants were invited to a Hospitality Patio that included a continental breakfast 

and light refreshments throughout the day.  We were also given a picnic basket with a blanket, goodies to eat and a chilled bottle of champagne 

with glasses.  The awards were given out as the cars drove on the ramp.  My Austin was not to be judged but for ñdisplay onlyò and after the awards 

were handed out all the participants were invited to drive on the ramp to have a picture taken (I chose not to).  We drove back to the Polo Field ï 

secured the Austin in its trailer for the trip home and then guess what?  We all dressed up and went to the Post-Event Party, sponsored by the Mer-

cedes-Benz Co. 

 

Monday morning saw Jim and Pam heading north to San Francisco to see friends and me heading south to San Diego.  I-5 was over 100 degrees so 

when I reached the Grape Vine I decided to stay in a hotel for the night to cool down. It was nice in the morning, driving over the Grape Vine and 

in a few hours I arrived home, still on Cloud Nine!  What a GRAND experience I will never forget! 

 

Nannette Clark 

August 2003 



Charleneôs 65 Crown 

Convertible 
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The Austin 7 was a car produced from 1922 through to 1939 in the United Kingdom by the Austin Motor Company. Nicknamed 

the "Baby Austin", it was one of the most popular cars ever produced for the British market, and sold well abroad. It wiped out 

most other British small cars and cycle cars of the early 1920s; its effect on the British market was similar to that of the Model T 

Ford in the USA. It was also licensed and copied by companies all over the world. Such was the power of the Austin 7 name . 

Nannette & Ray take  ñBest in Showò at the   

5th Statewide Meet in 1988   

Nannette, her  son  Jim  and  his wife Pam  stand-

ing beside the Chrysler Concept Car  at the show 

Nannetteôs ó55 Imperial was her daily driver for a few 

years.   Voted  Best in Show twice during its lifetime. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin_Motor_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyclecar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Model_T
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Our 2011 Annual Business Meeting began with a great tour of the Hays Tractor Museum.  Every-

one then had a delicious  lunch  buffet afterward, and we commenced to business.  Twenty one 

members gathered for todayôs event.  President Dave Labhard  presided over the meeting which 

began around 1:15pm.  The members present were DJ Quinn, Kathy and Thom Quinn, Jan and 

Rich Hardy, Tony Bevacqua, Arlene Hackney and son Mike Hackney, Deb Compson, Nancy and 

John Tennyson, Cam and Dave Labhard, Tom and Sherrie Egger,  Royalee and Bob Schertle, Jimmy White,  Bob Trepanier, Ken 

and Debbie Lang.  Joe Barty made a cameo appearance.  Unfortunately, he only visited for a  moment, but with his promise that he 

would become more active when he gets his Imperial running.  We had reports from all of the Executive Officers,  and discussion  

and review of our 2011 IOANC sponsored State Meet in Pacific Grove. Members are looking forward to the 2012ôs SCIOI spon-

sored  State Meet in Ventura.   Business turned to the 2011 Elections. Incumbent Debbie Lang , accepted  two more years of VP 

Newsletter   Editor. Tom Egger gracefully retired after seven years of serving as VP Membership. Tom has also given MANY years 

to IOANC, serving in different    Executive capacities since 1985 including President. Ken Lang was nominated and unanimously 

voted in for the next two years.  Awards were presented.  The annual presentation of the George W. Davis   Service Award was  

humbly accepted by me . What a pleasant surprise and honor.  Tom Egger was presented a BEAUTIFUL plaque commemorating his 

seven years of VP Membership.  Great participation, friendship, delicious food and FUN!  Here are the photos to prove it. 

Thom & Kathy Quinn Jimmy White D.J. Quinn 

Dave Labhard , Tony Bevacqua 
Lora Harmon, Sherri Egger, Jan Hardy, 

Ken Lang, Stuart  Ryce Deb Compson, Cam Labhard, Tom and 

Sherrie  Egger, Arlene and Mike Hackney 

Bob Trepanier, and Tom Egger Arlene Hackney, Ken Lang 

The Group Gathering 
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CONGRATULATIONS to New VP-

MembershipðKen Lang 
Dave Labhard presenting Tom Egger a beauti-

ful plaque highlighting seven years of  being 

Debbie Lang, thrilled to 

receive George W. 

Davis Service Award. 

Mike Hackney 

L-RðCam Labhard, Royalee and Bob Schertle,      

Nancy and John Tennyson and Sherrie Egger Tony Bevacqua,  

Jan and Rich Hardy 

L-RðKen Lang, Arlene Hackney, and son, Mike 

(looking away) and Deb Compson 

Couldnôt resist this photo of  D.J. 

Jimmy Whiteôs  ó63 Southampton 

Rich and Jan Hardyôs ó62 Southampton 

Thom & Kathy Quinnôs ó65 Crown Convertible 

John & Nancy Tennysonôs ó64 LeBaron 




